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GENERAL OVERVIEW OF 
THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR
With its favorable climate and geographical 
conditions, rich soils and biological diversity, 
agriculture is the main economic pillar of 
the Gagauz region. In 2016 the value of 
agriculture production was approximately 
1.8 billion MDL. Together with the processing 
industry it represents more than 50 percent 
of the region’s Gross Domestic Product. 
More than 60 percent of the labor force is 
involved in those two sectors. The total area 
of agricultural land in the Gagauz region is 
about 150 thousand hectares. Fields for 
multi-annual crop production make up for 
the largest part of arable land.

Much of it consists of highly fertile and 
productive black chernozem soils.

Rich soil resources support a wide array of 
annual and perennial crop production across 
the Autonomy.

Major agriculture products are grains, 
leguminous plants, oilseeds, and wine 
grapes. Animal production constitutes of 
approximately 20 percent of the total value 
of the agriculture production.

Agricultural 
production in 
Gagauzia for 
2007-2016 
(million MDL)
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Global 
agricultural 
production in 
current prices 
(million MDL)

Crop
production

Animal
husbandry
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MAIN SUBSECTORS OF AGRICULTURE
AND FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRY
Plant growing has the largest share within 
the structure of agricultural production. Its 
share in the total agricultural production is 

about two-thirds. The animal production 
reached a value of 412.7 million lei in 2016.

The sector producing cereals and cereal-
based products in the region has a quite 
diverse composition and includes both, 
small and large operators, one state owned 
company and private enterprises.

Current yields obtained in the region from 
one hectare are lower than in the Northern 
part of the Republic of Moldova, due to a 
set of factors, such as outdated technology 
and climatic conditions. However, these 
disadvantages our balanced by lower land 

prices and higher investment opportunities 
in technology.

In Gagauzia cereal crops account for 65 
percent of the total area of agricultural 
land. The most important role in the value 
chain of cereals and cereal-based products 
is held by traders and to a less extent by 
operators of the processing industry.

The main crops cultivated in Gagauzia 
include wheat, barley, sunflower, and corn.

Cereals
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Production
of wheat,
barley and
corn
2013-2016  
(thousands
of tons)
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wheat barley sunflower corn

Source: 
Department for 
Agriculture of 
ATU Gagauzia

Output of the main types of agricultural production in the sector in 2007-2016 (tones)

Source: Department for Agriculture of ATU Gagauzia

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Plant growing

Grains and 
pulses, total 57,200 183,033 86,163 105,453 109,715 45,595 156,065 163,414 144,018 190,411

Including 
grains in 
group I

54,326 153,578 69,680 73,845 82,739 39,408 117,432 125,018 110,865 149,067

Corn 2,874 29,455 16,483 31,608 26,976 6,187 38,633 38,396 33,153 35,815

Sunflower 5,701 24,631 15,162 21,248 27,004 16,591 33,038 37,660 43,638 58,214

Rape 934 4,404 3,824 6,720 5,029 722 5,813 6,922 159 3,039

Tobacco 576 650 927 1,727 1,331 696 448 300 259 195

Vegetables 515 1,388 681 772 444 201 398 580 596 200

Grapes 24,320 32,502 26,714 13,961 25,173 21,329 36,721 30,960 23,983 33,577

Fruits 3,724 7,198 1,858 3,625 2,735 4,309 8,212 10,331 14,240 23,084

Livestock breeding

Meat 261 569 1,217 1,458 2,254 2,302 1,767 2,241 2,700 2,584

Milk 1,098 975 1,233 1,670 2,280 2,863 2,652 3,976 5,038 5,858

Eggs
(thousand 
pcs.)

24 0 0 408 400 1,390 1,470 3,517 11,000 19,577

Wool 13.7 12.5 8.4 8.7 5.9 6.5 7.9 6 8 7
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Technical grapes

Vine and Wine

Wine-making is an essential branch of the 
economy. In 2016, the vineyards covered a 
total area of 5,794 hectares, of which 4,780 
hectares of technical grapes and 1,014 
hectares of table grapes.

The total volume of wine in 2016 reached 
in bulk 4,190,675 decaliters and 10,700,821 
bottles of wine.

Total exports registered in 2016 value 
approximately 1,178.9 million MDL. The 
main export destinations are the Russian 
Federation, Ukraine, Georgia, Slovakia, 
Romania, Kazakhstan, Czech Republic, 
China, Poland, Belarus, Italy, Great Britain, 
and Germany.

Vineyards in Cazaclia

Technical grapes plantation, Tomai region 

2011
Total exports
1,273.398

Total exports
1,599.123

Total exports
1,652,221

Total exports
1,013.295

Total exports
1,327.633

Total exports
1,952,501

2012

2014

2015

2013 2016

Evolution of wine and wine-material exports (thousand MDL)

Wine and wine-material
346,945

Wine and wine-material
413,304

Wine and wine-material
687,598

Wine and wine-material
350,625

Wine and wine-material
449,202

Wine and wine-material
742,674
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Source: Department for Agriculture of ATU Gagauzia

Grape production

2014 2015 2016 2016 as % of  2015

Area, ha 4,821 4,876 4,943 101.4

Gross Yield, tons 32,095 28,605 33,577 117.7

Productivity, t/ha 66.6 58.6 67.7 115.5

Fruit and Vegetables 
Processing
Gagauzia features the natural conditions 
necessary for an intensive development of 
horticulture. 

Fruit-growing represents a strategic branch 
of the local economy, accounting for around 
40 percent of the agricultural production 
value. 

Gagauzia is a net exporter of fruits and 
vegetables. 

In 2015, fruits, vegetables, and walnuts 
were exported for a total value of more than 
33.1 million MDL. In 2016 the total value 
of exported fruits, vegetables, and walnuts 
was 21.9 million MDL.

Overall Gagauzia has very good conditions 
for producing horticultural crops. 

Official statistics in 2016 indicated that 
the total area of fruit and nut plantations 
is approximately 3,699 hectares including 
2,070 hectares of stone fruits, 989 hectares 
of seed fruits and 640 hectares of nuts.

Perennial plantations (ha)

Grapes 5,794
   technical varieties 4,780
   table varieties 1,014
Orchards 3,059
   stonefruits 2,070
   pomaceous fruits 989
   nuts 640

Total area of Tree Plantations
in Gagauzia, 2016 (ha)

Apple 974

Plum 810

Peaches 805

Walnuts 640

Cherries and sour 
cherries 195
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Source: Department for Agriculture of ATU Gagauzia

Production of fruits  (both pomaceous and stonefruit)

2014 2015 2016 2016 as %
of  2015

Area, ha 1,533 1,716 1,848 107.6%

Gross Yield, tons 10,596 13,295 23,083 173.6%

Productivity, t/ha 69.1 72.7 124.9 171.8%

In 2011-2016, the total production of fruits has increased from 2.7 thousand tons to 23 
thousand tons. The increase in production is due to introduction of new plantings into 
fruition.

Livestock and Dairy
Between 2006 and 2016, cattle livestock 
decreased by 32.5 percent, pig production 
increased by 20.8 percent, and sheep and 
goats increased by 33.2 percent. The fall 
in cattle numbers was the consequence 
of inefficient restructuring of large animal 
and poultry farms and the lack of funds for 
investment. 

The constant positive grouth of pig and 
sheep herds is a result of large investments 
into modern livestock facilities. As the 
results for the rest of Moldova show, there is 
a large potential for investments in livestock 
and specifically for cattle farms as well.

Milking cow farm, Comrat city

Livestock by categories of producers (pcs)

2006 2016

Cattle
9,516 6,424

Swine
14,340 17,321

Sheep and
Goats

108,305 144,236

Horses
2,451 1,148

Output of selected products
of animal origin

2013 2014 2015 2016

Milk 
(tones) 2,620 4,800 5,500 5,858

Eggs
(thousand

pcs)
1,620 4,005 17,474 19,577

Wool
(kg) 8,100 7,100 9,200 7,000



INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Dynamics 
of the total 
exports from 
Gagauzia 
from 2001 
until 2016
(millions MDL)
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Total Value of Exports from Gagauzia, 2016 (million MDL)

EU

781.8 582.9 289.6 298.7

CIS Turkey Others
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The main trade partners for export of agri-
food products are Russia, Turkey, Ukraine, 
Belarus, Georgia, Poland, Romania, Italy, 
and Great Britain.    
     

During the last years, agri-food exports 
have had a stable growth trend. However, 
the recent sanctions imposed by Russian 
authorities negatively affected the agri-
food exports of the region to Russia.

The agro-food trade had a positive balance of 
435.9 million MDL in 2016 and the share of 
agri-food exports in total exports represents 
22.3 percent (2016), while the share of agri-
food imports in total imports stands at just 
3.3 percent (42.5 million MDL).

The main exports are wines and spirits, 
sunflower, wheat and fruits. Tobacco, fish 

products, flour, dairy, pastas, chocolate and 
meat have the largest share in the total 
agriculture imports.

The total volume of wines and spirits exports 
was 742.7 million MDL, which represents 
38 percent of the total value of agro-food 
exports.
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Import to Gagauzia (thousand MDL)

Export (thousand MDL)

2013 2014 2015 2016

Russia 129,680 136,186 68,140 440,991

Belorussia 6,197 4,805 12,682 39,038

Ukraine 81,726 112,939 140,428 121,951

Kazakhstan 88,407 63,386 33,439 801

Romania 35,860 86,445 50,426 60,671

Italy 62,553 59,557 48,525 52,636

Poland 2,005 59,557 10,360 9,218

Bulgaria 64,985 93,795 41,018 137,863

Germany 19,573 28,935 16,844 23,217

Turkey 202,121 220,220 246,412 416,647

China 57,766 70,773 96,203 103,729

2013 2014 2015 2016

Russia 398,505 150,818 216,300 409,897

Belorussia 33,839 48,255 74,030 61,212

Ukraine 68,576 26,294 111,023 85,137

Kazakhstan 20,825 34,592 22,109 20,091

Romania 111,151 136,356 206,166 199,299

Italy 44,473 59,063 39,947 76,127

Poland 118,451 112,021 134,193 132,161

Bulgaria 141,513 157,198 84,670 88,904

Germany 70,555 57,746 79,194 67,616

Turkey 218,208 224,927 226,136 289,603

China 5,600 13,439 18,223 42,614



INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
The local law provides a large range of options for investors.

Investment preferences are applied in agriculture and industry. Targeted preferences 
provided in accordance with the laws of the ATU to investors exist that are for a period not 
exceeding five years. 

The following investment incentives are available:

The Moldovan regulations on intervention and subsidies in agriculture are fully applicable 
in the region. The regional infrastructure is well developed. The road infrastructure 
provides access to the production sites, public utility services are widely spread and 
accessible.

Provision of natural grants by local public authorities – transfer of land, 
buildings, structures, machinery and equipment, and vehicles;

Tax incentives – refund of Corporate Income Tax every calendar year for a 
period of 5 years;

Investment subsidies – reimbursement of up to 30% (not more than 5 million 
MDL) of the actual costs for construction and installation works, purchasing of 
equipment without VAT, reimbursement of up to 50% of the retraining costs of 
personnel for the manufacturing production;

Benefits provided to investors by the first level local public authorities;

One-stop-shop – assistance provided to investors at documents collection and 
preparation, by reducing the permits issuing time.

10
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Viticulture and Wine 
industry investment 
opportunities

Advantages

Local legislation provides a large set of 
possibilities to investors and their newly 
opened businesses. 

The regional infrastructure is well 
developed. The road infrastructure permits 
access to production sites, all types of 
utilities are widespread and can be easily 
accessed.

Geography

Natural factors of Moldova as a combination 
of a unique microclimate (a favorable 
mix of Sun, rain, and temperature), fertile 
soil, favorable geographical position on 
the same latitude as France and Northern 
Italy. Climatic conditions of the region 
are characterized by an annual rainfall of 
approximately 479 mm and an average 
annual temperature of 12OC

Traditions

Viticulture and winemaking is an activity 
that has been practiced in Moldova over 
millennia.

Novel variety

The wine produced in the Autonomy has 
won international recognition. Especially 

high marks have been rewarded to 
Merlot and Cabernet made in Tomai 
in 2009. Besides, the region is famous 
in regular wines and sparkling wines.

Retrofitting of wineries

Vineyard replanting

Developing of the rural tourism 
projects, in combination with 
wine tours 

Investment opportunities

Technical Table Grapes Plantation, Ceadir-Lunga district

Table grapes plantation, Tomai region



12

Fruit and
vegetables sector

Nut production

Planting new intensive 
orchards of peaches for 
processing, cherries, sour 
cherries and plums

Extending existing walnut 
orchards

Production of elite
vegetable seeds

Investing in New orchards 
of perspective nut bearing 
varieties – such as hazelnuts, 
almonds, pecans

Production of virus free
grape rootstocks

Investment opportunities
Investment opportunities
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PROCESSING FACILITIES
• Canning facilities for production of fruit puree and concentrated juices;

• Deep processing of grape seeds for oils, available quantity of raw material
approximately 15 thousand tons;

• Construction of cold storages and packing houses for fruits.

Arguments that make Gagauzia
attractive for investments:

Encouraging investment through the subsidy fund for agriculture;

When investing in planting perennial plants investors are granted with 
land tax exemption for 3 years;

When investing in the creation of dairy and livestock produce farms 
(from 30 to 50 heads) investors are granted with local taxes exemption 
for 3 years without dependence from volume of the invested means. 

Farms with more than 50 heads are tax exempted for 5 years;

Fertile soil and favorable climate conditions;

Competitive labor force and availability of qualified staff;

Large popularity of Moldova brands in CIS countries.

Why invest in the agriculture 
sector of Gagauzia?
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SUCCESS STORIES 

SRL ”FABRIKA OLOI PAK”
Location: Comrat

”Fabrika Oloi Pak” LTD was registered in 
March 2003 in Comrat city.  Its main activity 
consists of milk processing and production 
of bottled milk, kefir, sour cream, yogurt, 
butter, and cheeses. The company has a 
distribution network of 130 outlets. The 
milk products are distributed locally and to 
other destinations in Moldova.

SRL ”DOKSANCOM”
Location: Tomai

”DOKSANCOM Ltd” was registered in Tomai 
village with the main purpose of milk 
production. The total number of cows is 
over 620 that are of Dutch breed for milk 
production. The annual value of milk well 
exceeds 20 million MDL, the milk being 
supplied to the Oloi Pak processing facility. 
A future goal of the company is to diversify 
the distribution in order to cover not only 
the southern region, but also the entire 

Production process ”Fabrika Oloi Pak”

country by supplying high quality milk to the 
costumers.

SRL ”AZAMET GRUP”
Location: Ceadir-Lunga

Azamet Grup started its activities in 2007 in 
Ceadir-Lunga City.  
The company produces cold pressed oil from 
grape seeds and gluten free flour using the 
raw material from local producers.
At this moment, Azamet Grup has 193 
employees and it reaching an annual 
turnover of 100 million MDL. 
The main export markets are China, Japan, 
Germany, Austria, Lithuania, Latvia, and 
Kazakhstan.

Feeding Calves, ”Doksancom” Farm

Processing of grape seeds, ”Azamet Grup”



and popcorn. One of the new directions of 
the company was the production of lavash.
There are 70 people working at the 
enterprise. The products of «Trans-Test» 
are sold on the Moldovan market, but also 
exported to Romania.
”Trans-Test” is the largest taxpayer in the 
Gagauz autonomy. In 2015 its tax payments 
amounted to about 10 million lei, and the 
annual turnover ‒ more than 60 million 
MDL. 
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SRL ”TransOil Refinery”
Location: Ceadir-Lunga

”Trans Oil Refinery” a leader in the 
production of sunflower oil and oilseed 
meal in the South of Moldova. The holding 
consists of independent companies, the 
activity of which includes many areas of 
agro-industrial sectors, including  farming, 
processing and storage of grain, production 
of flour and vegetable oil, trade with all 
Mediterranean countries, as well as export 
to countries such as Kazakhstan, Russia, 
Ukraine and imports from USA. Number of 
employees: 157.

SRL ”TransTest”
Location: Ceadir-Lunga

”Trans-Test” was founded in Ceadir-Lunga in 
2005 and initially was a vehicle test station. 
In 2007, the company launched its first 
snack production line. Today  the company 
produces snack products ‒ seeds, peanuts, 
pumpkin seeds, sunflower kernel, pistachios 

”Transoil”

Transtest processing facility ”Trans-Test”



INVEST IN MOLDOVA &
INVEST GAGAUZIA HELP YOU

STRATEGY EVALUATION DECISION&
INVESTMENT

PROJECT MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE AND PROVIDING INFORMATION

LOCATION CONSULTING / SCOPING MISSION SUPPORT

AFTERCARE / POSTINVESTMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Identification
of sector specific 
investors

Sector-specific 
details & 
information of 
legislation

General data 
and statistics 
for investors 
feasability study 
support

Joint project 
management 
assistance 
together with 
FEZs & IPs 
administration

Coordination 
and support of 
negotiations 
with local 
authorities

Identification of 
project-specific 
locoations

Identification 
of sourcing 
opportunities

Relevant site 
presetantion
and
preselection

Information
on suitable
locations

Site visit 
organization

Arranging 
meetings with 
public
authorities, 
relevant 
private sector 
representatives

Final site
decision
support

Identification 
of and general 
information on 
relevant tax,
legal and 
administrative 
issues

Facilitation and 
communication 
with public local 
and central 
authorities, as 
well as relevant 
private sector 
representatives

Connecting 
with relevant 
recruitment, 
legal, tax and 
other consulting 
companies

Advice on 
administrative 
and legal issues

Supporting 
investors and 
associations in 
their efforts to 
improve the 
business climate





196, Lenin str., Comrat mun., MD-3805,
ATU Gagauzia, Republic of Moldova

65, A. Mateevici str., Chişinău mun.,
MD-2009, Republic of Moldova

+373 (298) 2-46-36
+373 (298) 2-20-34
www.investgagauzia.md
investgagauzia@ato.md

+373 (22) 27-36-54
www.miepo.md
office@miepo.md
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